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Native American Mascots
Introduction
A mascot is any personality, an animal or an object used as a representation of a group in giving it a common identity. It is thought to bring good luck to the group which might be a school, a sports team, a society or a military unit. Sports mascots sometimes take the form of a logo, a person, and an animal or non-living object which appear at sports events and are mostly used as marketing tools for the teams (Castillo, 2012).
Should the use of Native American-themed mascots be banned?
The use of Native American-themed mascots should be banned. Every sports team has a mascot whose choice represents certain qualities such as power, strength and quickness (King, 2010). Native Americans are the only ethnic group chosen for mascots which raises a lot of questions. Therefor mascots are usually described using the qualities of Northern Americans depicting them with stereotypes. Such stereotypes are usually inaccurate and baseless thus their application to Native Americans is intimidating and out of order. Many teams are given names such as warriors, Indians, Seminoles and chiefs. Such names when mentioned brings to the mind the Native Americans (King, 2010).
The mascots used are sometimes based on offensive names such as Savages and Redskins. The images used depict racism as well even though the user thinks the use of the same is taken as respect and honor to the native Americans (King, 2012). The question that remains is whether a symbol can be taken as an honor by any group of people. Naming after people may not be bad but care must be taken to ensure there are no offensive and racist instances depicted. Therefore, to make Native Americans regain glory and honor as people, the use of such mascots should be banned or the use of mascots should be neutral to prevent the occurrence of such stereotyping scenarios (King, 2012).
Conclusion
In conclusion, there is indeed a need to ban the use of Native American-themed mascots. This is because of the racism it depicts. Furthermore, such use creates stereotypes towards this group of people which has no historical backgrounds. The ban is key in creating honor to the Native Americans.
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